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We had the opportunity to award our peers and those 
outside our profession for their outstanding work 
related to fisheries and the aquatic resources through 
awards given at the Joint Annual Meeting in 
February 2010. We would like to congratulate the 
2010 award winners.  
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The Professional of the Year Award is awarded to an 
individual employed in a capacity related to fisheries 
and aquatic resources.  Professional of the year went 
to both Julie Carter and Jason Kline. 
 
Julie Carter and Jason Kline worked to get two new 
populations of threatened Gila trout started in 
Arizona in 2009 (category: Management (c): 
Coordination with different agencies (cities, counties, 
or federal government) or reservoir controlling 
authorities to develop or implement management 
strategies.) In 2009, two new populations of 
threatened Gila trout were started in Grapevine Creek 
(Prescott National Forest) and Frye Creek (Coronado 
National Forest). This work could not have been 
completed without the thorough coordination and 
logistics conducted by Julie Carter and Jason Kline of 
the Arizona Game and Fish Department. First, both 
sites needed to be thoroughly evaluated for 
suitability, no small task especially for Frye Creek 
(located in the very rugged and remote Pinaleno 
Mountains in Southeastern Arizona). Once both sites 
were deemed suitable, ensuring proper environmental 
compliance needed to occur. And finally, the 
coordination to get Gila trout from Mora National 
Fish Hatchery and Technology Center in Mora, New 
Mexico into the two streams in Arizona required a 
huge coordination effort involving the following 
agencies: Prescott National Forest, Coronado 
National Forest, U.S. Forest Service Regional Office, 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Arizona Ecological 
Service Field Office, USFWS Arizona Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Office, USFWS Mora 
National Fish Hatchery and Tech Center, USFWS 

New Mexico Fish and Wildlife Conservation Office, 
New Mexico Department of Game and Fish, 
Papillion Helicopter Co., U.S. Bureau of 
Reclamation, and a multitude of volunteers from 
local Trout Unlimited Chapters and other interested 
citizens. Finally, on November 4, 2009, Gila trout 
found themselves swimming in two new locations in 
Arizona, in large part due to the dedication of Julie 
and Jason. 
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The Conservationist of the Year Award is for 
significant involvement and accomplishments by an 
individual or group not employed in the fisheries or 
aquatic resources profession.  The Conservationist of 
the year was Emerald Canyon Golf Course. 
 
For several years, Emerald Canyon Golf Course has 
been contributing to the conservation and recovery 
efforts for razorback sucker and bonytail chub by 
developing and providing predator free aquatic 
habitats in the water hazards on their golf course. 
With funding from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service's Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program and 
other sources, technical assistance from the Arizona 
Game and Fish Department and USFWS, and 
dedicated staff and volunteers at the golf course, 
biologists are afforded an excellent opportunity to 
study and learn more about the role off-channel 
habitats can play in the conservation of these fishes. 
In addition, it provides a unique outreach opportunity 
for golfers to learn about these unique native fishes 
through informational displays, golf hole flags, and 
bonytail & razorback sucker golf balls. 
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The best student presentation was awarded to 
Matthew W. O’Neill. The student poster winners 
were Krystal Melendez and Sarah Silverblatt-Buser. 
Congratulations! 
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The AZ/NM AFS Chapter will be submitting a letter 
of support for this legislation. We would like to 
encourage all members to make sure that their 
agencies are aware of and supportive of this act. 
Members are also encouraged to write their members 
of Congress to sign on as co-sponsors or at the very 
least to support the legislation.  
 
The Society, the National Fish Habitat Board & 
congressional sponsors presented a briefing on the 
Act to members of Congress and their staff. 
Current bill status:  
House Bill (H.R. 2565) – 21 current cosponsors 
Senate Bill (S. 1214) – 13 current cosponsors  
*House Bill Status – Subcommittee hearing. 
Negotiations ongoing with Majority and Minority 
Subcommittee staff to move the legislation toward a 
Subcommittee/Committee business meeting.  
* Senate Bill Status – The Senate Environment and 
Public Works Committee approved the bill on 
12/10/09 along with a Boxer Amendment in the 
Nature of a Substitute. We expect the bill to be 
reported out of Committee within the next couple of 
weeks.  
 
The National Fish Habitat Conservation Act Partner 
Toolkit, including a sample support letter, is available 
http://fishhabitat.org/index.php?option=com_content

&view=article&id=213:national-fish-habitat-
conservation-act-toolkit&catid=36:news&Itemid=50 
 
The National Fish Habitat Conservation Act Partner 
Toolkit will empower you to make a difference in 
assuring that the National Fish Habitat Conservation 
Act passes the 111th Congress. The toolkit is an 
Adobe (PDF) portfolio that contains:  
1. Four page outreach piece  
2. National Fish Habitat Conservation Act Summary  
3. National Fish Habitat Conservation Act Talking 
Points  
4. National Fish Habitat Conservation Act modifiable 
Legislative support letter  

Use these documents in your local communities to 
help advocate for the passage of the National Fish 
Habitat Conservation Act (S.1214, H.R. 2565). Your 
help in supporting this critical piece of legislation is 
imperative for the further implementation of the 
National Fish Habitat Action Plan to help conserve 
fish habitat and fish populations throughout the 
United States and U.S. Territories.   

The addresses of members of Congress can be 
obtained from: 
www.house.gov/house/MemberWWW.shtml, and 
www.senate.gov/general/contact_information/senator
s_cfm.cfm 
 
Background: Introduced in the House by Ron Kind 
(D-WI) on May 21, 2009, the National Fish Habitat 
Conservation Act (NFHCA) will establish a 
comprehensive national framework for conserving, 
restoring and enhancing fish habitats throughout the 
United States. Modeled on the successful Migratory 
Bird Joint Ventures and North American Wetlands 
Conservation Act, the Act will provide for essential 
funding for fish habitat protection, restoration and 
enhancement through regional partnerships that 
engage local partners in conservation action and 
provide a solid science-based and strategic approach  
to on-the-ground conservation efforts. This 
legislation will have a significant impact on 
improving fisheries across the country. While there 
are numerous efforts underway to address declining 
fishery health and habitat at the grassroots level, there 
is a need for conservation action on a range-wide 
scale for these efforts to be successful. The NFHCA 
will authorize the most comprehensive effort ever  
attempted to improve fish habitat. By restoring fish 
habitat and boosting fish populations, the NFHCA 
will improve fishing opportunities across the country, 
helping to ensure that individuals and their families 
and friends can get outside and enjoy our nation's 
aquatic resources.  
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http://www.fs.fed.us/r3/tonto/projects/ea-lime-creek-
fish-barrier/ea-lime-creek-march-2010.pdf 
 
The Cave Creek District of the Tonto National Forest is 
proposing to issue Salt River Project (SRP) a special-
use permit (SUP) allowing SRP to construct and 
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maintain a concrete fish barrier in Lime Creek, a 
tributary to the Verde River, as is consistent with the 
Tonto National Forest Land Management Plan (1985, 
as amended). If you wish to comment through 
AZ/NM AFS, please send comments to Jason Kline, 
jkline@agfd.gov by April 20, 2010. 
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Legal Notice of Proposed Action and Opportunity to 
Comment: Establishment of Gila Trout in Ash, Frye 
and Marijilda Creeks. The Coronado National has 
prepared an Environmental Assessment of a proposal 
to remove populations of non-native trout from three 
streams in the Pinaleno Mountains and to stock 
Arizona native Gila trout. The project is located in 
the Pinaleno Mountains in Graham County, Arizona. 
In accordance with regulations at 36 CFR 215, the 
Forest Service is providing an opportunity for public 
comment prior to a decision being made by the 
Regional Forester. The proposed action is available 
for review at the Forest Supervisor's Office, 300 West 
Congress, Tucson, AZ 85701 and the Safford Ranger 
District Office, 711 14th Avenue, Suite D, Safford, 
AZ 85546. Additional information regarding this 
action can be obtained from Richard A. Gerhart, 
Forest Wildlife Biologist at (520) 388-8374 or by 
email at rgerhart@fs.fed.us. Comments will be 
accepted for 30 calendar days following the 
publication of this notice in the Arizona Republic. 
Please note that the publication date in the newspaper 
of record is the exclusive means for calculating the 
30-day comment period. Only those who provide 
comments or otherwise express interest in the 
proposed action by the close of the comment period 
will not be accepted as appellants. Comments must 
be signed or include an identifiable name and address 
of the individual or organization that authored the 
comments. Comments should be mailed to Richard 
A. Gerhart, Coronado National Forest, 300 West 
Congress, Tucson Arizona or faxed to (520) 388-
8305 or emailed to comments-southwestern-
coronado@fs.fed.us. Hand delivered or oral 
comments will be accepted weekdays 8:00 am-4:30 
pm at either office listed previously. If you wish to 
comment through AZ/NM AFS, please send 
comments to Jason Kline, jkline@agfd.gov by April 
20, 2010. 
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The New Mexico State University Student Chapter 
participated in two on campus activities during the 
fall semester including the Knox Pond Cleanup and 
Kinder Day.  Several undergraduate and graduate 
student members helped during both activities.  For 
the upcoming spring semester the chapter is planning 
a trip to the Gila National Forest to assists the New 
Mexico Environmental Department with a stream 
restoration project and we will also be helping the 
Mescalero Apache Indian Reservation with sampling 
on the Rio Ruidoso. 

We are also looking for volunteer activities or guest 
speakers for the spring and fall 2010 semester.  If you 
have any available opportunities or suggestions 
please contact Matt Zeigler at zeiglerm@nmsu.edu� 

~ Matt Zeigler 
2009-2010 President    
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The Arizona State University AFS Student 
Subchapter/ Wildlife Restoration Student Association 
had a very exciting fall semester! This included 
burrowing owl project at Casa Grande Ruins National 
Monument, hosting a trapping clinic, and 
participating in the Feather Friend Festival in Gilbert. 
We also had 10 students attend the 2010 AFS/TWS 
Joint Annual Meeting in Flagstaff. We are also 
selling aluminum water bottle to fundraise for future 
activities.  We are currently planning for the spring 
semester and summer activities. If you have any ideas 
or volunteer opportunities please contact me at Jamie. 
Evans@asu.edu .  

~Jamie Evans 

2009-2010 Vice President Representative of 
American Fisheries Society 

�$�+,
�(�
�$�


��&
��<�+�
�����
 ��'�����:



��(����
�(�(���
��������

http://cahe.nmsu.edu/academics/clubs/Amcn

FisheriesSoc/index.html 
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The University of Arizona Student Chapter is 
currently looking for speakers and volunteer 
opportunities for the 2010 semesters. Please contact 
2009-2010 president, Lisa Trestik at 
Lisat@email.arizona.edu if you have any 
opportunities or project ideas. 
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On behalf of the Utah Chapter, we invite you to join 
us in Salt Lake City, April 19 – 23 for the 2010 
Western Division of the American Fisheries Society 
Annual Meeting.  The meetings will be held at the 
Downtown Radisson Hotel and adjacent Salt Palace 
Convention Center. The theme of the meeting, “The 
Future of Aquatic Resources in the West: Science, 
Management, and Politics” is meant to highlight the 
multiple stakeholders/demands placed on aquatic 
resources; how these demands drive the direction of 
scientific inquiry and management; and the political 
interaction that results.  The Western US is home to 
the five driest states in the nation and three of the top 
five states with the fastest population growth.  The 
West’s aquatic resources are facing increasing 
demands resulting in intersections between science, 
management, and politics. We encourage symposia, 
papers, and posters that build on the meeting theme 
and demonstrate how fisheries scientists, aquatic 
resource managers, and politicians address the 
challenges facing fish populations and aquatic 
ecosystems.  
 
We encourage meeting participants to enjoy all that 
Salt Lake City and the surrounding area offers before, 
during, and after the meeting.  Salt Lake City hosted 

the 2002 Winter Olympics.  Since the ski season can 
extend to mid-May, you can experience the “Best 
Snow on Earth” (Ski and Skiing magazine ranked the 
local Alta, Snowbird, Brighton, and Solitude resorts 
as four of the top five spots for best powder) as you 
ski at Olympic Venues or ride down the Olympic 
bobsled track.  Salt Lake City was named the “Fittest 
City in America” by Men’s Fitness magazine 
(February 2009).  As you can imagine, there are 
numerous opportunities to enjoy Utah’s great 
outdoors in and around Salt Lake City.   Hiking and 
mountain biking adventures abound in local canyons 
and nearby state and national parks.  Exceptional 
fishing can be found in several Blue Ribbon Waters 
within 45 minutes of the city center such as the 
Middle and Lower stretches of the Provo River. Utah 
is also famous for dinosaurs and is home to Dinosaur 
National Monument.  If you do not want to drive to 
Vernal to see dinosaurs, the Museum of Ancient Life 
has one of the world’s largest permanent dinosaur 
exhibitions. In addition to Utah’s wonderful outdoor 
opportunities, Salt Lake City has numerous 
museums, galleries, and cultural events. 
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Symposia: 
�  Wet and Wild Images 
�  Standard Methods for Sampling North American 

Freshwater Fishes 
�  Anadromous Salmonid Conservation and 

Recovery Planning: Exercising or Exorcising 
Uncertainty? 

�  Aquatic Nuisance Species in the Western US- 
Status, Trends, and Management 

�  Brown Trout in the West 
�  Dam Removal: Challenges and Opportunities 
�  Endocrine Disrupting Compounds and 

Contaminates in the West 
�  The Future of Cutthroat Trout Restoration, 

Challenges, and Opportunities 
�  Lake Sucker Ecology and Management 
�  Small River Advances in PIT-tags and Capture-

Recapture: From Field Data to Analyses to 
Application in Fisheries Research and Monitoring 

�  Sterile Fish: Current Research and Applications 
for Sport Fish and Aquaculture 

�  Telemetry Techniques for Fishery Scientists 
�  Trash Fish or Native Treasures? Conservation and 

Management of Bluehead Sucker, Flannelmouth 
Sucker, and Roundtail Chub 

�  Using Fish Passage Restoration, Barriers, and Fish 
Screens to Conserve Native Fish 

�  Whirling Disease Symposium 
 
Continuing Education Courses 
�  Power-Based Standardization in Electrofishing 

Course Instructor: James Reynolds, Professor 
Emeritus, School of Fisheries and Ocean Sciences 
Description: The recent AFS book, “Standard 
Methods for Sampling North American 
Freshwater Fish“, emphasizes the growing 
importance of sampling standardization in 
fisheries science and management. 
Standardization of electrofishing, a common 
sampling method, requires an understanding of 
electrical principles, particularly power transfer 
theory. This continuing education course will 
present the theory and practice of power 
standardization in electrofishing. When: Monday 
April 19, 2010 from 8:00 AM to Noon. Course 
Fee: $40 

 
�  Technical Considerations in the Design and 

Field Application of Instream PIT-tag 

Detection Systems for Fisheries Applications 
Course Instructors: Peter MacKinnon and Tracy 
Bowerman Description:  The goal of this 
continuing education short course is to provide an 
overview of the uses of PIT-tag technology in 
fisheries research with a focus on the use of 
passive, instream PIT-tag detector systems.  The 
course will cover the basic principles and 
important considerations related to site selection, 
system design, power sources, cost, remote data 
access, and continued system monitoring and 
maintenance.  The course will include a section 
discussing how the use of instream PIT-tag 
detector systems can help answer specific research 
questions and a brief overview of the models 
available for processing PIT-tag detections.  The 
course will not be intended to teach users how to 
analyze their data.  The course is intended for 
researchers and biologists who are considering 
using an instream PIT-tag detector system and are 
seeking an overview of the possibilities, costs, and 
technical concerns involved to aid in their decision 
making process.  Participants will be encouraged 
to share experiences to create a mutual learning 
environment. When:  April 19, 1:00 – 5:00 PM. 
Course Fee:  $50 

�  Leadership in all Levels of AFS       
Course Instructor: Dirk Miller, Fisheries 
Management Coordinator, Wyoming Game and 
Fish Department Description: The workshop is 
targeting leaders at all levels of the Society. The 
goal is to help you work effectively within the 
Society’s governance structure by helping you 
understand how things are supposed to work. 
Many times we’ve heard from people going out of 
office about the things they learned along the way. 
This workshop is designed to get some of that 
information to you before your term of office has 
ended. The workshop will review the structure of 
the Society and the programs that exist and 
suggest ways you can be more effective within the 
Society governance structure and within your unit 
(Chapter, Section or Division). When: Monday 
April 19, 2010 from 8:00 AM to Noon. Course 
Fee: Free 
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There’s no place like Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, for 
the 140th  meeting of the American Fisheries Society. 
Join us downtown September 12-16, 2010, at the 
spectacular Westin Hotel and the David L. Lawrence 
Convention Center. Pittsburgh is renowned for its 
arts, entertainment and recreational opportunities. 
With fabulous dining, world-class museums and 
innovative art galleries, Pittsburgh is one of the top 
travel destinations in the world. Sporting 
opportunities are diverse. Pittsburgh is home to Super 
Bowl Champion Pittsburgh Steelers, Stanley Cup 
Champion Pittsburgh Penguins and the Pittsburgh 
Pirates. On the water, enjoy fishing along 
Pittsburgh’s river banks for bass and other game fish. 
Explore beyond the city. You will find solace in the 
mountains of western Pennsylvania for hiking or 
native brook trout fishing. Try white water rafting in 
the rapids of the Youghiogheny River. With so much 
to see and do, you’ll find Pittsburgh is a city with a 
warm and welcoming atmosphere. We look forward 
to seeing you in September 2010.  
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www.epa.gov/watershedwebcasts/ 
EPA's Watershed Academy is pleased to sponsor free 
Webcast seminars. Local watershed organizations, 
municipal leaders, and others are invited to sign up 
for these free, on-line Webcast training sessions. 
Webcasts are typically conducted on an 
approximately monthly basis, on Wednesdays at 
1:00pm to 3:00pm EST. Attendees must register in 
advance to participate in Webcasts. During the 
Webcasts, trainees log onto the Web to participate in 
live training conducted by expert instructors. Your 
computer must have the capability of playing sound 
in order to attend the Webcasts. In advance of 
Webcasts, we post PDF copies of the PowerPoint 
slides in the yellow box for those that want to print 
them out. The Watershed Academy is also now 
offering a certificate to those that attend Webcasts. 
For those that are not able to register for a Webcast, a 
streaming audio version of the training will be made 
available after the live seminar.  
 

Webcast on Tuesday, May 4, 2010 
“Tools for Protecting Coastal Wetlands” by Dr. 
Bill O. Wilen, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Danielle Bamford, The Baldwin Group on contract to 
NOAA’s Coastal Service Center, and Marcia 
Berman, Virginia Institute of Marine Science. Join us 
for a special American Wetlands Month Webcast 
highlighting three valuable tools available for 
improving decision-making related to coastal wetland 
protection and restoration. A recent report shows that 
despite a national trend of net gain of wetlands in the 
conterminous United States, the coastal watersheds of 
the Atlantic Ocean, Great Lakes, and Gulf of Mexico 
lost 354,000 acres, or about 59,000 acres per year 
during the period from 1998-2004. This Webcast will 
provide information on several tools that can help 
address impacts on coastal wetland ecosystems from 
immediate impacts (development) to long-term (sea 
level rise) in order to help improve decision-making 
and provide readily accessible information to 
practitioners.  
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http://www.larvalfishcon.org/ 

�
This year's conference will be held at the Fort Marcy 
Hotel Suites in Santa Fe, New Mexico, USA. The 
hotel is located amidst nine acres of natural and 
landscaped grounds and gardens and is just a four-
block walk from the historic downtown Santa Fe 
Plaza. Late registration ends on May 30.  Co-
organizers for the conference are Ione Hunt von 
Herbing, University of North Texas 
(vonherbing@unt.edu), and Joan Holt, Marine 
Science Institute, University of Texas at Austin 
(joanholt@mail.utexas.edu).  
 

Planned Theme Sessions  
Integrative Developmental Systems: Where 
Developmental Biology, Physiology and Ecology 
Meet organized by Ione Hunt von Herbing, Warren 
Burggren, and Pam Padilla, University of Northern 
Texas (vonherbing@unt.edu, burggren@unt.edu, 
ppadilla@unt.edu). 
 
Developmental Programming and Ontogeny in Fish 
organized by Elin Kjorsvik, Norwegian University of 
Science and Technology (elin.kjorsvik@bio.ntnu.no). 
 
Reproductive and Early Life History Consequences 
of a Changing Environment organized by Chris 
Chambers, NOAA-NMFS James J. Howard Marine 
Sciences Laboratory (chris.chambers@noaa.gov). 

This theme session will include oral and poster 
presentations that address how a changing 
environment, particularly with respect to climate 
change, is affecting or is expected to affect the 
reproductive ecology and early life stages of fish 
species. Areas of emphasis include direct and indirect 
effects of changes in the thermal environment, ocean 
acidification, and u-v intensity on species 
distribution, life history, ecology, and population / 
community phenology.  
 
Larval Fish Ecology and Conservation of Native 
Fishes in the American Southwest organized by 
Kevin Bestgen, Colorado State University Larval 
Fish Laboratory (kevin.bestgen@colostate.edu). The 
session will focus on the substantive contributions 
that fish early life history investigations have played 
in understanding the ecology and conservation of 
native fishes in aquatic ecosystems of the American 
Southwest. 
 
Larval Fish Ecology and Recovery of Missouri-
Mississippi 'Big River' Fishes organized by David 
Galat, USGS Missouri Coop Unit, University of 
Missouri (galatd@missouri.edu). 
 
Freshwater Larval Fish Ecology organized by 
Nancy Auer, Michigan Technological University, 
(naauer@mtu.edu); Ed Rutherford, University of 
Michigan (ed.rutherford@noaa.gov); and Ed 
Roseman, USGS Great Lakes Science Center 
(eroseman@usgs.gov). 
 
Descriptions and Identification organized by Darrel 
Snyder, Colo. St. Univ. Larval Fish Laboratory 
(darrel.snyder@colostate.edu). Depending on 
abstracts received, this session is intended to include: 
(1) overviews of the state of the art (what taxa we 
know and what gaps remain); (2) new morphological 
descriptions, guides, keys (traditional and computer-
interactive), taxonomic databases,  and computer 
image recognition programs; (3) traditional and 21st 
century techniques for illustration, measurement, and 
presentation of descriptive and taxonomic 
information; and (4) techniques and criteria for 
genetic identification. 
 
General Contributed Paper Session (for papers that 
do not fit into any of the above). 
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www.symposiumsalmonids.com


The cultural, societal, economic, ecological, and 
scientific importance of stream salmonids has 
resulted in thousands of papers published over the 
last 150 years. However, during the last several 
decades human interventions such as stockings, 
introductions, and translocations of salmonid species 
coupled with severe damage to stream habitats 
through construction of dams and weirs, pollution, 
canalization, and a variety of landscape changes have 
reduced the distributional ranges of many salmonid 
species, while other species have declined to 
alarming numbers or are threatened. Further, the 
introductions of salmonids into exotic habitats have 
resulted in serious damage to native faunas. Despite a 
long tradition of research and management of 
salmonids, the question arises whether the knowledge 
acquired to date is sufficient not only to understand 
the complex ecology and overwhelming diversity of 
life-history strategies exhibited by stream salmonids 
but also to offer solutions to the numerous 
conservation issues currently faced by all countries 
that are home to stream salmonids. 
 
This meeting will provide an international forum to: 
�  Update our knowledge on the population ecology 

of stream salmonids 
�  Explore how we move from scientific knowledge 

to conservation principles so that salmonids might 
continue their successful evolutionary course 

�  Evaluate how we may mitigate human impacts on 
salmonid populations 

�  Mitigate the impacts of introduced salmonids on 
native faunas wherever they have been introduced. 

 
In addition, there will be a special on evaluating the 
best way to analyze long-term mark-recapture 
projects based on collection and evaluation of both 
genotype (microsatellite) data and indices of 
salmonid performance (survival, growth, parentage, 
breeding systems, etc). 
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www.idahoafs.org/documents/coastwide_mtg_announ
ce.pdf 
You are invited to attend the 2010 Coastwide 
Salmonid Genetics Meeting! Please join us for a 
stimulating meeting with all of your top colleagues. 
Located at Grove Hotel in rockin’ downtown Boise! 
Proceedings planned to be published in special issue 
of Transactions of the American Fisheries Society. 
Student travel scholarship to be provided by AFS 
Genetics Section. Mug at registration entitles holder 
to free beer at Banquet! Finish with a rafting trip on 
the Payette River! 
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You are invited to attend and participate in the 2nd 
International Catfish Symposium: Conservation, 
Ecology, and Management to be held June 20-22, 
2010 in St. Louis, Missouri, along the banks of the 
mighty Mississippi. This is our first call for oral 
platform and poster presentations at the symposium, 
including those to be considered for publication 
within the resulting peer-reviewed proceedings.  This 
meeting will provide a forum for the exchange of 
information about the biology, ecology, management 
and conservation of worldwide populations of both 
game and nongame catfish species.  The theme for 
the 2nd International Symposium is the conservation, 
ecology and management of worldwide catfish 
populations and their habitats.  Presentations on all 
aspects of catfish biology and ecology are welcome, 
and those focusing on conservation and management 
challenges are actively being sought.  We encourage 
you to submit your research on the following topics: 
 Evaluating sampling methods and their 
effectiveness; Population dynamics and community 
interactions; Life history investigations providing 
information on predation, competition, prey 
utilization, age and growth; Conservation efforts 
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including species status and restoration efforts; 
Management strategies to enhance recreational 
fisheries including regulations, human dimensions 
and production.  Individuals interested in developing 
topical review papers are encouraged to  
contact the Program Committee Co-Chairs to assist 
with topic coordination. To submit a presentation and 
for the most up to date information on the 
symposium, visit the web site at 
www.catfish2010.org. Bookmark it now and return 
often for updates! Don't miss being a part of this 
important gathering of scientists, educators, 
administrators, and the public interested in what the 
next decade will bring for catfish science. Contact: 
Tom Kwak at tkwak@ncsu.edu or Mark Porath at 
mark.porath@nebraska.gov if you have questions. 
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www.wildtroutsymposium.com

The Wild Trout Symposium brings together a broad 
and diverse audience of governmental entities, non-
profit conservation groups, media representatives, 
educators, anglers, fishing guides, and business 
interests associated with trout fisheries to exchange 
technical information and viewpoints on wild trout 
management and related public policy. Held every 3 
years, each symposium has led to innovative wild  
trout management approaches. Wild Trout X offers a 
unique forum for professionals and anglers to  
interact, and where participants will to be exposed to 
the latest wild trout science, technology and 
philosophies. This conference will equip participants 
to better manage, preserve, and restore these 
significant but declining resources. The symposium 
will focus on the needs of working-level wild trout 
professionals, conservationists, and trout anglers. The 
Wild Trout X Program Committee is soliciting 
abstracts for presentations and posters. Please send 
brief abstracts to Committee Co-chairman, Kevin 
Meyer no later than April 1, 2010. Abstracts on all 
aspects of wild trout research, management, 
conservation, education, and recreation are welcome 
and will be considered. However, the following 
topics are of particular interest:  

�  Climate change and wild trout  
�  Whirling Disease 50 years later  
�  Resource extraction and wild trout resources  
�  The role of the Endangered Species Act in wild 

trout management  
�  Genetic considerations for managing wild trout  
�  Understanding interactions between wild trout 

and invasive species  
�  Sustaining interest in wild trout in our youth and 

urban citizens  
 

Additional session topics will be added based on the 
papers that are submitted. Presentations will be 
accepted in oral or poster format, so  
please specify your preference and whether you 
would be willing to present in either format. Please 
note the authors who are selected for  
oral presentations at the symposium must submit a 
complete manuscript ready for Symposium 
Proceedings by August 31, 2010. Successful  
applicants will receive further information upon 
acceptance of their paper.  

Guidelines for abstract, poster, and manuscript 
preparation can be found at the web site. For 
additional information and inquiries, contact the 
Program Committee Co-chairs: Kevin Meyer; Idaho 
Department of Fish and Game; 208-465-8404; Email: 
kevin.meyer@idfg.idaho.gov and Doug Besler; North 
Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission; 828-659-
3324; Email: doug.besler@ncwildlife.org.  
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Keystone Initiatives are a core portfolio of multi-year 
initiatives through which the Foundation and its 
partners seek to achieve measurable outcomes. 
Specific goals and strategies are identified for each 
Initiative. Outcomes are continuously evaluated and 
objectives refined as the Initiative evolves. Keystone 
Initiatives are selected by the Foundation's board of 
directors, based on recommendations from staff. 
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Working with partners, Keystone staff develop 
business plans for each Initiative. Business Plans 
include logic frameworks that provide a visual 
representation of desired outcomes, primary threats, 
and strategies for each Initiative. Business Plans 
provide specific guidance on the types of projects 
that will be considered for funding by the Foundation 
to fulfill the objectives of specific Keystone 
Initiatives. It is expected that applicants interested in 
Foundation funding for Keystone Initiatives will 
review the Business Plans for the Keystone Initiative 
of interest and prepare their application materials 
accordingly. Prospective applicants should contact 
the Keystone directors to discuss project ideas prior 
to submitting proposals to help ensure the relevance 
of funding requests. All applications submitted for 
funding through the Keystones should explicitly 
reference how proposed projects fit within Business 
Plans and logic frameworks, or why they do not. All 
applications will be considered through a competitive 
process.  
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Biology and Management of Dogfish 
Sharks 
Vincent Gallucci, Gordon 
McFarlane, and Gregory 
Bargmann, editors; 435 
pages; Publication date: 
November 2009; Price: $69. 
 
The spiny dogfish (Squalus 
acanthias) is one of the most 
abundant shark species in the world. For over a 
century it has been both reviled and valued, has 
supported commercial fisheries in the Pacific and 
Atlantic Oceans, and has been overexploited in both. 
As the only shark species to recover from over-
fishing, its responses and recovery trajectories are of 
great interest to conservationists and fishery 
managers. The book's 34 chapters compile current 
knowledge of dogfish, their ecology, and their 
management worldwide. It reviews historical 
fisheries, evaluates past and current management 
strategies, and provides new biological and 
ecological information from both the single species 
and ecosystems perspectives.  It confirms the urgency 

of consideration of the human dimensions of 
management as part of efforts to protect dogfish 
where it is threatened while providing sustainable 
fisheries. 
 
Pacific Salmon: Ecology and Management 
of Western Alaska’s Populations 

Charles C. Krueger and 
Christian E. Zimmerman, 
editors; 1,235 pages; 
Publication date: December 
2009; Price: $69.  
  
This timely book examines the 
sustainability of salmon 
fisheries in the Arctic-Yukon-

Kuskokwim (AYK) region of Alaska. With more 
than fifty chapters, the book assesses the ecological 
processes that cause change in salmon populations; 
describes the effects of varying salmon runs on rural 
communities; reviews state, Federal, and 
international management of salmon fisheries in the 
region; and examines emerging themes at the nexus 
of salmon ecology and management in the AYK 
region. Topics covered include marine and freshwater 
ecology; subsistence, commercial, and sport fisheries; 
and economics, governance, and cultural issues. 
  
Paddlefish Management, Propagation, and 
Conservation in the 21st Century 

Craig P. Paukert and 
George D. Scholten, 
editors; 443 pages; 
Publication date: 
December 2009; Price: 
$79.  

This timely book provides 
reviews and recent 
research on the biology, 

conservation, and management of paddlefish. 
 Paddlefish are a unique species found throughout the 
Mississippi River drainage that are managed as a 
sport and commercial fish in some states, but are 
considered protected or a species of special concern 
in other states. The 27 chapters range from an 
overview of the biology of the species to specific 
studies on paddlefish propagation, ecology, and 
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management.  In addition, chapters that emphasize 
new information related to genetic conservation and 
propagation and the potential effects of invasive 
species on paddlefish provide updated information on 
the status, threats, and conservation of paddlefish in 
the United States.  This book will be a valuable 
reference for anyone working on paddlefish 
conservation and management. 
 
Biology, Management, and Conservation of 
Lampreys in North America 
Larry Brown, Shawn 
Chase, Matthew Mesa, 
Richard Beamish, and 
Peter Moyle, editors; 
321 pages; Publication 
date: December 2009; 
Price: $79.  

Lampreys represent an 
ancient lineage 
extending back to the 
ostracoderms and are one of the most successful 
groups of living fishes.  Perhaps best known for 
feeding on and killing bony fishes valued by humans, 
such as salmonids, lampreys exhibit a variety of 
fascinating life histories.  Most lamprey species have 
lost the adult predatory stage of the life cycle and 
metamorphose, spawn, and die in the same stream in 
which they were spawned.  Unfortunately, the bad 
reputation of predatory lampreys and the 
inconspicuous nature of small non-predaceous 
lampreys have resulted in their importance and 
special requirements in aquatic ecosystems being 
ignored.  The impetus for this book was a petition to 
list four species of lamprey under the U.S. 
Endangered Species Act, which was denied in 2004 
because of insufficient information.  This decision 
energized many biologists to gather the scattered 
existing information on lampreys and to begin new 
research. This book presents new scientific as well as 
traditional (indigenous) knowledge of lampreys, 
while demonstrating their fascinating nature. 
 Readers interested in learning about lampreys will 
find not only a wealth of new information but also 
extensive citations of existing information in each 
chapter. 
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Marsh & Associates LLC 

Fisheries/Aquatic Biologist Job Posting 
General Information  
Position will begin on or about April 1, 2010 and is expected to 
continue at least until September 30, 2012. This is a 
grant/contract supported position and continuation thus is 
dependent on the availability of sponsor funding. Extended 
overnight travel and camping at remote field sites under 
potentially adverse conditions is involved (2-3 weeks per 
month). www.nativefishlab.net. 
Job Description  
Work independently and as part of a team with minimal 
supervision. Assist in implementing native fish conservation 
studies in the lower Colorado River basin. Operate motor 
vehicles including standard shift and four-wheel drive, and 
watercraft. Travel and camp at remote field sites for extended 
overnight stays under potentially adverse conditions, especially 
of summer heat. Collect and identify aquatic biota, obtain 
environmental samples, and record data. Methods include but 
are not limited to boat and backpack electrofishing, netting, and 
telemetry (acoustic and radio). Assist in data analysis, 
interpretation, and presentation including extensive use of 
ArcGIS, MS Excel, MS Word, MS Powerpoint and MS Access. 
Perform general office clerical and laboratory duties.  
Minimum Qualifications  
A bachelor degree in biology or a closely related field or three 
years related laboratory or field research experience, or any 
equivalent combination of education and/or experience from 
which comparable knowledge, skills and abilities have been 
achieved. Experience driving manual transmission and 4-wheel 
drive vehicles with trailer. Applicant must show proof of 
authorization to work in the United States, have a clean driving 
record and possess or be willing to obtain an Arizona driver’s 
license.  
Desired Qualifications  
Experience with small watercraft operation and maintenance, 
scientific writing, stream sampling, and computer software as 
listed above is preferred.  
Salary and Benefits 
Salary is competitive and commensurate with qualifications 
and experience. Benefits include but are not limited to a 
generous paid holiday, vacation, and sick leave program. Marsh 
& Associates, LLC is a drug-free workplace.  
To apply 
Send a cover letter, CV or resume that includes work history, a 
copy of college transcripts (need not be an official copy), and 
names and contact information (mail address, telephone, and 
email) for at least three references who know the applicant and 
can comment on their suitability for employment to:  
Marsh & Associates, LLC 
Attn: Aquatic/Fishery Biologist Search  
5016 S. Ash Avenue, Suite 108  
Tempe, Arizona 85282  
Questions can be addressed to Brian Kesner by telephone at 
480/456-0801 or by email at BKesner@nativefishlab.net �
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Call to Order  
·  President elect Julie Carter called the meeting 

to order. 
Quorum Count  

·  23 active chapter and parent society members 
were present exceeding the minimum quorum 
requirement of 20. 

Introduction of Executive Committee, Special 
Guests and Visitors 

·  Excom members present: Amy Unthank past 
president (filling in for current president 
Stephanie Coleman), Marianne Cox past 
president, Julie carter president elect, 
secretary treasurer-Matt Rinker. 

·  Members and others in attendance: Don 
Mitchell, Sharon Lashway, Scott Bonar, Doug 
Duncan, the Vice President of the U of A 
subunit, Lisa Trestik, Tim Frey, Chuck 
Benedict, Cory Masters, Jaime Evans, 
Amberlee Vasey, Loraine Avanetti, Arron 
Blanch, Jennifer Johnson, Pam Sponholtz, 
Tom Mcmahon, Curtis Gill, Tammy Kneckt , 
Rob Randall, Stewart Jacks, Matt Chmiel , 
Greg Cummins, Kurt Patten, James 
Dimiguez, Jeremy Voeltz, Jason Kline, Justin 
Mapula, Jason Lithco, Matt Zigler.  

2009 Minutes Approval 
·  Motioned was passed to approve minutes as 

printed, seconded, and unanimously 
approved. 

President’s Message (Amy Unthank for Stephanie 
Coleman) 

·  Current president Stephanie Coleman could 
not attend the meeting but asked that Past 
President Amy Unthank step in for her.  
Stephanie would like to see more tribal 
involvement from the chapter.  Amy left a 
copy of the presidential message at the 
meeting. 

Parent Society/Western Division Reports (Scott 
Bonar WD Past President) 

·  Last year the Western Division meeting was 
held in Albuquerque, NM.   

·  The Western Division Executive committee 
would like to pass on their appreciation to the 
chapter for getting the meeting going. 

·  The meeting was held during tuff economic 
times and the meeting was quaint. 

·  In April 2011 the Western Division Meeting 
will be held in Salt Lake City, Utah. 

·  Scott encouraged chapter members to try to 
attend the meeting, but realizes that budgets 
are tight.  The meeting should be a good 
source of information.  

·  There will be neat symposia at the Salt Lake 
meeting, some applicable on barriers and 
brown trout dealing with issues, cutthroat 
management, dam removal, etc. 

·  Leann Roulson the current Western Division 
president is currently working on resolutions 
primarily for northwest. The Western 
Division has been writing to politicians on 
environmental issues.  An example is up in 
Alaska a mine is proposed and the Western 
Division is involved in that issue.  

Treasurer’s Report (Matt Rinker)  
2009 JAM and WD Meeting Income: 

·  The chapter made little money on the 
2008 Joint Annual Meeting. 

·  The Western Division was kind enough to 
give the chapter a $2000.00 bonus for its 
efforts in hosting the Western Division 
meeting despite loosing over $16,000.00 
on the meeting.  

Endowment fund update: 
·  The chapter’s endowment fund is 

currently increasing after a significant 
drop due to a poor economy.  To date 
$4,000.00 has been invested by the 
chapter in to the fund and the fund 
currently sits at $3,650.29 as of January 
1st, 2010. 

2010 chapter budget: 
·  Budget included money for Excom 

member travel to the Western Division 
Mid-cycle meeting and to the 2010 
Western Division Meeting.   

·  Budget has money set aside for 
environmental activities. 
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·  Budget includes covering student 
subchapter president’s national dues. 

·  Budget also includes money for Miles 
McInnis Scholarship and Endowment 
fund. 

·  ACI’s inability to continue the Miles 
McInnis scholarship this year was 
explained to the membership.  Normally 
ACI provides a $1,000.00 scholarship to a 
student upon the completion of an essay 
style application.  The chapter in kind 
invests $1,000.00 into the Western 
Divisions Endowment fund to support 
student travel. 

·  The Excom proposed that the chapter’s 
$1,000.00 that would normally be 
invested into the endowment fund be split.  
$500.00 would be invested into the 
endowment fund and $500.00 would be 
awarded as the Miles McInnis scholarship 
either in the form of one award or split 
into two $250.00 awards. 

·  A motion was raised to split the 
endowment money into 1 $500.00 Miles 
McInnis scholarship and the remaining 
$500.00 invested into the endowment 
fund for 2010.  The motioned was 
seconded and unanimously approved by 
the membership. 

·  Budget is attached at the end of the 
meeting minutes. 

Old Business  
Western Division AFS 2009(Amy Unthank): 
·  From a financial aspect the Western Division 

agreed to cover the difference from the 
meeting.  

·  Refused to pay final $13,000.00 to the hotel 
and they eventually wrote us off, which 
helped to greatly reduce overall Western 
Division losses from the meeting. 

·  It was unfortunate that the budget for the 
meeting was signed during a good economy 
and then meeting occurred during difficult 
economic environment. 

·  As far as the meeting itself there were great 
symposia and great people attending the 
meeting which made for a more intimate 
meeting. 

·  If the Western Division had not stepped up 
the hotel may not have dropped the remaining 
balance from the meeting.  Big thanks to the 
Western Division Excom and Scott Bonar 
especially with the negotiations with the 
hotel. 

·  How did Utah do?  Utah is trying to adjust 
hotel costs as well. 

Committee Reports 
     Newsletter-Anne Kretschmann/Bill Stewart: 

·  Either Anne or Bill was in attendance, and 
report was sent to Stephanie Coleman so no 
report. 

Webmaster-Jodi Whittier:  
·  Jodi would like to continue. Jodi is currently 

doing a phenomenal job on the website. 
Membership-Jeremy Voeltz:  
·  Jeremy never ended up with a 2009 member 

count; the hosting chapter never provided it.  
Generally speaking the membership numbers 
are about the same as last year with a bout 
half and half active and inactive.   

·  Jeremy was contacted last year by more 
people to change/update their contact emails.  
This suggests that membership maybe 
increasing a little bit.   

·  Everyone is encouraged to pay their dues. 
Environmental review- Jason Kline:  
·  Jason received nothing this year from the 

membership so in turn didn’t send any issues 
on.  

·  Several of the environmental chairs have 
formed their own group to tackle larger issues 
such as the proposed pebble mine in Alaska. 
The Western Division has drafted a letter in 
regards to the proposed mining operation.  

·  The benefit of the environmental affairs chair 
is a way to bring up issues within your own 
region that politically you cannot bring up as 
an employee of your organization.  If you 
know of issues it provides an avenue to speak 
out and not be tied to your agency. If there are 
issues in your area you are concerned about 
send the information on to Jason Kline. 

Student affairs-Heidi Blasius: 
·  Need to get in touch with Heidi and see if she 

is still willing to take over student affairs. 
Student paper judges- Tim Frey: 
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·  Currently have 6 papers for the meeting and 
no posters. Tim needs 6 -9 people willing to 
judge tomorrow. Awards will be presented at 
the banquet. 

Hutton program-Chuck Benedict: 
·  The Hutton program pays high school 

students a $3,000.00 scholarship to come 
work with a fisheries professional for the 
summer.   

·  All the mentor has to do is fill out a little bit 
of paperwork; you don’t have to pay them.   

·  Mentor applications are due by February 15th, 
2010.   

·  The students have to get a recommendation 
from a teacher so they are the top of their 
class and are good / hard working kids.   

·  So far the program has had good success.  If 
you know of any local high school students 
have them put in.  The program is for local 
students that are in under-represented groups 
within the field of fisheries.   

Student sub-unit reports-Matt Zigler NMSU  
·  Fall activities included a pond clean up, 

“kinder day” where a kinder garden class 
came to the student’s lab.  

·  This spring the sub-unit has lined up a willow 
planting event on the Gila, Apache Indian 
reservation monitoring of Rio Grand 
cutthroat, and a kids fishing day at a local 
school pond.  

·  The sub-unit is looking for volunteers and 
will take any suggestions and ideas to Matt 
Zigler.  

Jaime Evans ASU: 
·  Last years activities include: burrowing owl 

project, feather friends fest, trapping 
education class, and monthly meetings.  

·  Currently the sub-unit has 8 active members.  
·  The sub-unit is selling water bottles for 

funding. 
·  Possible spring activities include camp out 

trips.   
·  The sub-unit is looking for opportunities, 

contact Jamie Evans with ideas. 
Lisa Trestik U of A:  
·  The sub-unit currently has 22 paying 

members with 15-20 attending members. 

·  Last years activities included: spring kids 
fishing camp with AZ Game and Fish Region 
5 staff, sampling upper Sabino Canyon, and 
Aravipa sampling. 

·  The sub-unit currently has $342.94 in their 
account with $78.00 in dues.   

·  Scott Bonar is the faculty advisor for the sub-
unit. 

·  The sub-unit is looking for new opportunities, 
contact Lisa Trestik with ideas. 

·  Amy Unthank – On a side note the chapter 
pays for the national dues of the president for 
each student sub-unit as a thank you for their 
hard work and involvement with the chapter. 

Nomination for Awards- Marianne Cox: 
·  The chapter did receive nominations for both 

Conservationists of the year and Professional 
of the year.    

·  Since there are no fisheries posters this year 
there will only be a student paper award.  
Award winners will be announced at the 
banquet. 

Public education committee- Stephanie Carman: 
·  Stephanie was not present at the meeting.  

Need to follow up with Stephanie and see if 
she still wants to be chair. 

Continuing Education- Yvette Paroz: 
·  Yvette just moved but may be willing to 

continue to work with cont education. 
·  Julie Carter will try to get piscicide 

recertification class.  Julie tried to get it set 
up for the 2010 JAM but wildlife society 
wasn’t able to accommodate so decided to 
put off till next year. 

Solicit chairs for 2011 JAM- next years meeting: 
·  The AZ/NM Chapter is hosting the 2011 

Joint Annual meeting and we need volunteers 
for the program.  

·  Need volunteers for: 
Program Chair-Andy Clark. 
Continuing Education chair-Don 
Mitchell (good year to organize 
piscicide recertification) 
Student judging chair-Tim Frey  
Budget chair-Matt Rinker 
General chair-Julie Carter 
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Two members to be TWS liaison 
chairs-President of TWS and one other 
volunteer. 
Raffle/Fundraising chair-Tough for 
small meetings, Amy Unthank will 
help with New Mexico side and Julie 
Carter maybe will help with AZ side.  
Social Chair-Jeremy Voeltz and Jason 
Kline 
Poster chair-Marianne Cox 

New Business 
Future chapter meetings: 

·  Should the chapter have future meetings with 
Utah, Wyoming, or Colorado? 

·  Jeremy Voeltz volunteered to facilitate the 
discussion.   

·  (Jeremy Voeltz) Many members of the 
membership are upset with TWS and the way 
they are hosting the Joint Annual Meetings. 
The meetings are held on a 3 year cycle and 
for 4 out of last 6 year’s there have been 
complaints and talks about splitting from 
TWS for the Joint Annual Meetings.  There 
have been discussions about pros and cons in 
the past. This year there were a lot of 
complaints, but is it enough want to split? 

·  Kelley Meyer- One thing that is different is 
there used to be a lot more wildlife managers 
present at the Joint annual meetings.  Wildlife 
Managers had their CLEO meeting disbanded 
this year, so there may be an opportunity to 
include law enforcement and management 
into these meetings. There is a need for that 
aspect of these meetings. AZ Game and 
Fish’s department school has been canceled 
two years in a row and there is an opportunity 
to include this group of professionals. 

·  Distance is an issue with hosting with other 
state chapters and there may be a problem for 
travel.  

·  Andy Clark- The chapter has been talking for 
20 years about splitting from TWS and there 
have never had enough pros to do it.  The 
chapter doesn’t have enough membership to 
split.  Wildlife Manager’s in general don’t 
care about fish they are more tied to TWS if 
they do have an interest in attending meetings 
we need the wildlife draw as well.  It seem to 
still a better deal to stay affiliated with TWS, 

we looked at the options of meeting up with 
out of state chapters but there was never 
enough to justify splitting from our local 
TWS chapters.  

·  Don Mitchell-If the meeting is out side of 100 
miles you can count on only 1 or 2 Arizona 
Game and Fish folks being able to attend. We 
get a better deal on hotels etc when there are 
twice as many people that attend.  

·  Amy Unthank-Utah was thinking about 
joining with AZ/NM a couple years ago.  It is 
worth looking into Utah since it is still a 
neighboring state. 

·  Jason Kline-we don’t get many Wildlife 
Manager’s to attend the meeting now. Tired 
of dealing with TWS, it is not a problem with 
smaller meeting for a smaller group; we can 
have meetings in smaller places.  We can put 
in a stipulation that the meeting has to be 
within 100 miles of the state border. 

·  Pam Sponholtz-Maybe we need to try to make 
the off years when we are not the hosting 
chapter better. We need to be better partners 
and help make meetings better.  Julie is on to 
something with creating liaisons to help them 
make the meetings better through 
communicating better.   

·  Kelly Meyer-even though the Wildlife 
Manager’s are not here now they used to 
come.  If we want Wildlife managers to attend 
then we need more management centric talks 
and sessions.  If we feel the need to change 
something then let’s try incorporating the 
Wildlife Managers first then if that doesn’t 
work then branch out on our own. 

·  Stewart Jacks- Meetings with the other 
western states is what the Western Division 
meeting is for.  Maybe we should consider 
having a stand alone meeting but at same time 
as the TWS meeting.  The chapter can do our 
own contained part, but in the same venue at 
the same time as the TWS meeting that way 
we have better control of our talks. 

·  Jason Kline-If we have is in the same hotel 
same time will it is still unsatisfactory 
because of the size of the venue.  There is 
always limited space and low numbers of fish 
talks.   
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·  Stewart Jack’s-that’s why we would have our 
own rooms to control the number and types of 
talks. 

·  Jason Kline-What about the same time in the 
same city as the TWS meeting but in a 
different hotel. 

·  Julie Carter-The liaison is a good idea, maybe 
we can get the two Excom’s together to go 
over the options, because we don’t want to 
create financial burdens and make it more 
difficult to go to certain meetings. I like the 
idea of our own self contained meeting with 
the funding separate or funds joined.  If we 
could get Wildlife Manager’s with their own 
room for just Law Enforcement and 
management talks that would be a good way 
get them back.  

·  Scott Bonar-is the main issues because of the 
talks being limited?   

·  Julie Carter-There are a host of issues 
including lack of communication, talks being 
turned away and then wildlife talks being 
scheduled in the fisheries room, and no 
flexibility on the talks due date etc. I will put 
a list of issues down before the breakfast 
meeting and bring them up to the group. 
There were a lot of people that didn’t come 
because they didn’t know what talks were 
being given. 

·  Don Mitchell- We need to take a more active 
role in the planning process. We need to be 
involved in the planning with a fisheries voice 
and let TWS still pay when it’s their turn. 

·  Pam Sponholtz- by the time we got the 
information on the talk schedule and total talk 
numbers it was too late to add any talks so we 
were already limited to 1 room.  We need to 
be involved in the beginning during the 
planning process.   

·  Amy Unthank- I agree with Pam we need to 
write down these things now so we can be 
proactive from now on. This facility is too 
small for us. Flagstaff now has a new facility 
at Drury Inn and Suites on Campus, need to 
consider using it next time. 

·  Chuck Benedict-Sine 1996 TWS has 
complained that we make to much money 
when we host a meeting.  They are jealous 

because we make money so TWS has a 
tendency to screw us over. 

·  Jeremy Voeltz-The proposal idea using the 
liaisons maybe the best idea.  Since we are 
hosting next year I propose that we go 
forward as planned with next years meeting.  
Jeremy will work to form a group to work 
with TWS and AFS with Jeremy as the 
liaison.  Volunteers to help with the 
committee include: Jason Kline, Don 
Mitchell, Clay ?, Amberlee Vasey, Julie 
Carter, Kelly Meyer, and Pam Sponholtz.   

·  Kelly Meyer- volunteered to be the liaison 
with the law enforcement folks. 

·  Jeremy will keep the discussions open with 
long standing members. 

·  Andy Clark-Andy started as a wildlife 
oriented student and was drawn to fisheries 
because of the Joint chapter atmosphere of the 
meeting, so there is potential for the 
collection of students.  

·  Jason Kline- we need a motion to create a 
liaison to work with TWS and to put more 
effort into the planning of meetings and a 
motion for Jeremy and one other member to 
discuss these issues at the officers breakfast. 

·  Stewart Jack’s- I make a motion to create an 
Ad-hoc committee with Jeremy as the chair to 
look into what the membership thinks about 
the issues with TWS and to report back to the 
membership in 6 months. 

·  Motioned made and seconded.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 

Other New Business 
Stewart Jack’s, U.S. fish and Wildlife Service:  

·  The apache trout recovery plan last was last 
revised in 1983 and has been worked on every 
year since 1984.  Julie Carter and Jeremy 
Voeltz have been working hard on the 
recovery plan as members of the apache trout 
recovery team. The plan was signed off by the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service regional 
director this summer.  Jeremy and Julie did 95 
% of the work and there was a lot of politics 
and outside work involved in the completion 
of the plan.  Stewart would like to recognize 
Julie and Jeremy and all the hard work it took 
to make it happen.  Jeremy and Julie were 
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presented with Tomelleri prints of apache 
trout as a thank you for their efforts.   
2011 jam planning – Julie Carter:  

·  The 2011 meeting is supposed to be in New 
Mexico this year. 

·  Julie looked into Silver City but none of the 
venues were large enough. 

·  Gallup is a possibility, but based on past 
experience we don’t really want to do Gallup. 

·  Grant’s New Mexico is another possibility; 
Julie found a venue that could support a group 
our size. There is a new Best Western there 
that may be big enough. Grants New Mexico 
is 60 miles east of Gallup off of I-40 between 
Gallup and Albuquerque and would be within 
the 100 mile limitation from the AZ border 

·  Grants, NM is not set in stone. 
·  Silver City is too small of a location to handle 

our size of group. 
·  What about the College in Silver City?  The 

college only has a small auditorium that can 
house 275 people only a couple small rooms 
for break out sessions, it is too small.  

·  Andy Clark- What we did in past in Silver 
City was a banquet held off site and that was 
problematic for moving from event to event 
because the meeting was held in the civic 
center/convention center.    

·  Jason Kline- suggests that we push to pursue 
the Silver City as an option. 

·  Julie Carter will call Andy Clark to see what 
he remembers about past use of Silver City. 

·  The biggest hurdle is where to have the 
banquet. 

·  Amy Unthank- The Silver City hotels are not 
great. 

·  Andy Clark- It seems like we had a local 
contact.  

·  Dennis Miller may be able help Julie with 
suggestions 

·  There is a ranch just outside city of Silver 
City that may work as a venue. 

·  New Mexico State has a branch in Grants that 
maybe used for part of the meeting. 

·  There were no casinos when Julie looked in 
Grants. 

·  Amy Unthank agreed to help Julie with the 
search for venues. 

·  Farmington, New Mexico has lots of venues 
but it is too far for AZ folks and New Mexico 
folks also think it’s too far.  

Officer Election 
·  There was only one nomination each for both 

appointments that are open. 
·  President elect- Jason Kline  
·  Secretary Treasurer- Curtis Gill 
·  There were no New Mexico nominations for 

President elect although it would normally go 
to a New Mexico member. 

·  There were no nominations from the floor for 
either appointment. 

·  Motion to elect the two nominees into their 
respective positions.  Motioned was seconded 
and passed unanimously. 

Awards 
·  Marianne Cox as past president was awarded 

a Barnes and Noble and a P.F. Chang’s gift 
certificate. 

Adjourn 
·  Meeting was called to close with no 

additional business. 
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We are happy to post to post job and 
volunteer opportunities for members.   
 
Please send postings to the Editor by June 
10th for inclusion in the Summer 2010 
newsletter.  

Photo: A. Kretschmann 
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AFS AZ/NM Chapter 
kretschmann.anne@gmail.com 
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